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Starting a business 
as a 

primary food producer

Business structures



Opening the gate on Governance?
There is a key difference between Organisational Types & Legal Form

Legal Forms Include: 

• Company (shares or not)
• Self Employed / Sole Trader
• Charitable Incorporated 

Organisation
• Society (Coop / IPS)
• Community Interest Company 
• Association / Trusts / 

Partnerships

Organisational Types Include:

• CSA –Community Supported Agriculture
• Cooperative (many different forms)
• Community (Social) Enterprise
• Development Trust
• Community Finance Institution 
• Partnership
• Charity



Incorporated or unincorporated



Legal forms pros & cons



Food Growing Organisational Types

Organisational types help (or hinder?) to define 
how your business is viewed on the outside/ 
how you see yourself



Exploring legal types for food businesses



Exploring legal types for food businesses



Being self employed

• Can take £1000 before you register as self employed
• not profit, turnover

• If you are employed, you pay NI through your wages
• so don’t need to pay it again as self employed



Business Structure

• Self employed
• Sole trader

• Ltd company

• Partner

• Community Interest Company (CIC)

• Bona fide co-op

• Community benefit societies
•  (A co-op that benefits the community)

 

Which one is for you?



References - further reading

• Social farms & gardens
• https://www.farmgarden.org.uk/services-and-support/publications-and-resources

• Simply legal
• https://www.uk.coop/sites/default/files/2020-10/simply-legal-final-september-

2017.pdf
• Sustain resource page – making food work

• https://www.sustainweb.org/foodcoopstoolkit/policiesandprinciples/
• Simply governance download

• https://www.sustainweb.org/foodcoopstoolkit/policiesandprinciples/

https://www.farmgarden.org.uk/services-and-support/publications-and-resources
https://www.uk.coop/sites/default/files/2020-10/simply-legal-final-september-2017.pdf
https://www.uk.coop/sites/default/files/2020-10/simply-legal-final-september-2017.pdf
https://www.sustainweb.org/foodcoopstoolkit/policiesandprinciples/
https://www.sustainweb.org/foodcoopstoolkit/policiesandprinciples/
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